[Insulin-dependent complement activity in the serum of patients with diabetes mellitus].
Complement system was comparatively evaluated in 68 patients with diabetes mellitus and 104 healthy subjects. Hemolytic activity was examined for components C1, C2, C3, C4 and C5, and overall activity of the classic pathways was defined. The complement status appeared different for men and women. Females demonstrated hypofunction of the majority of the complement components, subcompensation in the absence of angiopathies, in decompensation complicated by angiopathies the activity was enhanced. In uneventful course of diabetes mellitus in males component C4 was activated remaining above normal though reduced in decompensation with angiopathies. High complement level in females could serve an aggravating factor, it depends on the dose of exogenic insulin.